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=] Abstract:

This research explores one of the illuminating models in Islamic political
and legal thought, represented by the figure of Imam al-Salt bin Malik al-
Kharousi, one of the prominent Imams of Oman in the 3rd century AH. The
study highlights his pioneering efforts in theorizing and practically applying
principles governing armed conflicts. It focuses on analyzing the historical
document that Imam al-Salt addressed to his army heading to the island of
Socotra—a document rich with ethical and legal directives related to conduct
during times of peace and war. These directives, as the research demonstrates,
are advanced in content, surpassing many contemporary international

humanitarian laws.

The study adopts an analytical methodology, examining the historical,
political, and religious context of Imam al-Salt’s era and detailing the
humanitarian and legal principles embedded in the document. It further

compares these principles to those found in the Geneva Conventions and
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UN instruments concerning the protection of civilians and prisoners of war.
The research concludes that Imam al-Salt anticipated many core principles
of modern international humanitarian law in practice, such as the prohibition
of targeting civilians, the humane treatment of prisoners, the prioritization of

negotiation over warfare, and the rejection of mutilation of enemy corpses.

The study reveals that Imam al-Salt embodied a unique integration of
sound political leadership and profound religious insight. His document
presents a comprehensive legal and moral vision drawn from the essence of
Islamic Sharia, centered on justice, mercy, and the preservation of human
dignity. The findings affirm that the Ibadi school offered a distinctive model
in addressing matters of war and peace, and that Islamic thought—as reflected
in this document—offers an advanced perspective on international relations
that warrants renewed attention in light of the contemporary global challenges

to human rights.

Keywords: Imam al-Salt bin Malik, International Humanitarian Law,

Armed Conflicts, Ibadi Thought, Human Rights in Islam.
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- https: //www.ohchr.org /ar /instruments-mechanisms /

instruments /declaration-protection-women-and-children-

emergency-and-armed

- https: //www.ohchr.org /ar /instruments-mechanisms /
instruments /geneva-convention-relative-treatment-prisoners-

war
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