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Abstract

The College of Sharia Sciences is the oldest academic institution
in the Sultanate of Oman, having admitted its first cohort in 1977 (1397
AH). Over the years, this esteemed institution has undergone a series
of developments, encompassing its name, administrative structures,
and academic departments. With each advancement, the college has
diligently strived to achieve excellence in the services provided,
focusing particularly on its outcomes. These efforts aimed at two
objectives: self-distinction and monitoring of the college’s outcomes as
benchmarks for self-assessment and tracking its developmental
progress. This eventually led to a royal decree transferring the
college’s affiliation from the Ministry of Endowments and Religious
Affairs to the Ministry of Higher Education, Research, and Innovation.
Consequently, the college was listed among academic educational
institutions subject to the evaluation by the Academic Accreditation
Authority. This necessitated that the college consider the criteria
required by the authority for institutional accreditation.

This study addresses the topic of quality in higher education institutions
generally, with a particular focus on affiliated colleges. It analyzes the
accompanying developments in the college and compares them to
institutional quality standards. Finally, it provides an analysis of the
college’s report dated 19/8/2024 regarding the fifth criterion of the
second standard, examining the extent to which the current tool of the
authority fulfills the required objectives.

Keywords: Quality, College of Sharia Sciences, Libraries
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