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Summaries of Maliki Figh

Monitoring the Outcomes of Employment
in Light of the Objectives of Classification

AHMED EL KADAOUI

Ph.D. in Jurisprudence and Its Principles- Morocco

=] Abstract:

This study seeks to address the issue of the methodological transformation
that the practice of abridgment (ikhtisar) in Maliki jurisprudence has
undergone. When it became difficult to fully grasp the foundational texts
of the school, jurists composed abridgments to refine the material, limit its
branches, and facilitate its recall. However, this classificatory method did not
persist in the same manner in which it was originally conceived; rather, a gap
gradually widened between the objectives of classification and the outcomes

of its practical application.

The significance of this topic lies in the need to revive methodological
awareness in the study and use of Malik1 legal abridgments, and to explore
the relationship of mutual influence between the process of abridgment and

the Maliki legal tradition.

The structure of the research consists of an introduction, two main
chapters, and a conclusion. The first chapter addresses the concept, origin,

and motivations of abridgment, while the second chapter offers an evaluation
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of the purposes of classification in light of the practical consequences of its
employment. The research problem was approached through both descriptive-

analytical and critical methodologies.

The study concludes that abridgment made positive contributions to
the service of Malik1 jurisprudence; however, excessive conciseness and
reduction of expression led to ambiguity and cryptic formulation, which
in turn necessitated the emergence of commentaries and glosses. In light
of these findings, the study recommends that the practice of abridgment in
Malik1 jurisprudence be subjected to rigorous, objective scholarly evaluation,
and that the scope of such evaluation be expanded to include abridgments in
creed (‘aqidah), legal theory (usil al-figh), and Prophetic biography (sirah).
It also recommends tracing and analyzing the major stages of methodological
transformation in juridical abridgment, while investigating the underlying

causes and motives behind each phase and turning point.

Key words: Jurisprudential summaries — Legal summarization — Maliki

school — Critique of summaries — Maliki summaries.
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